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Structure of talk

Justice in transport and mobility 

Just (energy) transitions

Just transitions towards low-carbon mobility

▪ Questions

▪ Four propositions 

Conclusions
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Justice in transport and mobility

1) Interest across many disciplines and epistemic 

communities

2) Strong focus on distributive justice:

▪Actual mobility: revealed behaviour & practices

▪Potential mobility: accessibility & capabilities 
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Justice in transport and mobility

1) Interest across many disciplines and epistemic 

communities

2) Strong focus on distributive justice:

▪Actual mobility: revealed behaviour & practices

▪Potential mobility: accessibility & capabilities 

3) Increasing attention paid to participatory justice, 

justice as recognition and epistemic justice
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Justice beyond distribution

Procedure: nature of decision-making and governance, 

including the level of participation, inclusiveness, and 

influence participants can wield

Recognition: Acknowledgment of and respect for the rights, 

needs, values, habits & experiences of groups & individuals

Epistemic: capacity of groups & individuals to offer 

knowledge and insights, and for these to be taken serious 

and understood in wider knowledge production processes
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Justice in transport and mobility

1) Interest across many disciplines and epistemic 

communities

2) Strong focus on distributive justice:

▪Actual mobility: revealed behaviour & practices

▪Potential mobility: accessibility & capabilities 

3) Increasing attention paid to participatory justice, 

justice as recognition and epistemic justice

4) Distinguish between transport and mobility justice
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Global Challenges in Transport – Urban Mobility after COVID-19   

16th Nov – 13th Dec
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An energy justice for transitions 

Source: Sovacool et al. (2019, page 591)
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Philosophical issues & questions

1) Generality vs domain specificity

2) Anthropocentrism or more-than-human justice

3) Understandings of justice as permanent ‘Ideas’ 

or as malleable ‘Forms’ dependent on space and 

time

4) Universality vs culture specificity and need for 

‘decolonisation’
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Proposition #1:

Thinking about just transition in mobility 

should be wary of the Euro-American 

fascination with the new
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Proposition #2:

For justice in terms of distribution, 

participation and recognition to be central 

to low-carbon mobility transitions, then 

transformative approaches to governing 

change should be pursued
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Selected recommendations
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Proposition #3:

The concept of capabilities needs to be 

rethought in the context of just transitions 

to low-carbon mobility
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Rethinking capabilities

Broaden beyond distribution

Conceptualise capabilities as entangled

Valuation based on future(s) they open up
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Proposition #4:

The concept of capabilities needs to be 

rethought in the context of just transitions 

to low-carbon mobility
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Epistemic justice

1) Capacity of groups & individuals to offer 

knowledge and insights ≈ testimonial justice

2) For these to be taken serious and 

understood in wider knowledge production 

processes ≈ hermeutical justice

After Fricker (2007)
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Assessing performance of on-street EV charging installations
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Conclusion

Significant potential to achieve (more) just transitions 
towards low-carbon mobility exist

Focus should be on distribution, participation, recognition 
and epistemic justice

Significant changes are required in transport  governance

Just mobility transition approaches allow energy questions 
to be integrated with concerns over equality, wellbeing, 
liveability, histories of oppression, and our relation with the 
non-human world
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